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Covenant 
 
We often hear the word covenant in the 
church. God made a covenant with 
Adam, Noah, Abraham and Moses. 
Ultimately, God made a covenant with 
us through Jesus Christ. Here the words 
of Jesus himself as he spoke to the 
disciples during the last supper, “This 
cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood.” But what is a 
covenant? 
 
A covenant is often described as a 
contract. But really, it is more than that. 
In a contract relationship, there are 
limits to the people’s responsibilities. A 
contract is not based on trust. In a 
contract, if one party breaks the 
agreement, then the other party looks 
for recourse or a way out: “What can I 
get as a result of the other person’s 
failure,” or “How can I profit from their 
mistake?” 
 
God did not make a contract with us, He 
made a covenant. A covenant, unlike a 
contract, is based on trust. In a 
covenantal relationship, each party 
promises to hold up to their end of the 
bargain, even if one party falters. The 
focus of a covenant is not, “How can I 
prosper from the other person’s 
mistakes?” The focus of a covenant is, 
“How can I make this relationship and 
agreement right even after a mistake has 
been made?” 
 
God has spent all history working to 
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fulfill His covenant with us. He is 
constantly seeking to make our 
relationship with Him right, even after 
all our mistakes! God’s covenant with 
us took Jesus to the cross. That is how 
far God is willing to go to make our 
covenant with Him complete. (Imagine 
if God had made a contract with us 
instead!) 
 
I am proud to say that our session is 
making a covenant that we will all sign. 
This covenant is an agreement with 
each other to work together in unity for 
the peace and prosperity of our church. 
It is a promise to focus on making our 
relationships right and strong, even 
should one of us make a mistake. Our 
focus is not to benefit from someone 
else’s mistake or use an opportunity to 
carry out our personal wills. Our focus 
is to work together to maintain the 
integrity of our church. It’s also a 
covenant with this congregation that 
we will look to the needs of the church 
first and take our direction from Christ. 
 
We will present to you our covenant 
once it is completed. Please look 
forward to seeing it soon. Pray for us as 
we work to represent this church and 
do the will of Jesus Christ who is the 
head of our church. 
 
“Covenantally” Yours, 
 

Pastor Eric 
 

Cli fton Heights Presbyterian Church of Easter Lake 

Pastor Eric Keller 

Worship & Clifton KIDS Program 10:00am 
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Bible Quiz     
Submitted by Jewell Chapman 

"For he that will love life, and see good days, let him 
refrain his _____ from evil, and his lips that they 
speak no guile: 
Let him eschew ____, and do good; let him seek 
peace, and ensue it. 
For the ______ of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the 
face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 
And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers 
of that which is _____? 
But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy 
are ye: and be not _____ of their terror, neither be 
troubled: 
But ______ the Lord God in your hearts: and be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear: 
Having a good _______; that, whereas they speak 
evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed 
that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. 
For it is _____, if the will of God be so, that ye 
suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. 
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh, but ________ by the Spirit: 
By which also he went and preached unto the spirits 
in 
prison; Which sometime were disobedient, when 
once the ____________ of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, 
that is, _________souls were saved by water. 
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also 
now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of a good ___________ toward 
God,) by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 
Who is gone into heaven, and is on the ______ hand 
of God; angels and authorities and powers being 
made subject unto him."  
 
I Peter 3:10 - 22 
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February Budget Information 
Submitted By Treasurer Susanne Bollard 

Income for February 2007 -  11,380.82 
Expenses for February 2007 - 9,592.38 
Total Income for 2007 - 1,354.81 
 
 

Take The Light     
Submitted by Pastor Eric 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light 

of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk 

in darkness but will have the light of life.” – John 

8:12 

 

Every Sunday morning there are two candles on the 
Lord’s Table. The reason why we light these candles as 
service begins is because their flame represents the 
light of Christ, who is the Light of the world. But what 
does it mean when we snuff out the candles at the end 
of service? Is Christ’s light not shining anymore? 
Absolutely not. 
 
As we pray, ask forgiveness, sing, hear the Word 
preached, and respond in giving, the light of Christ 
enters us. While the light of Christ may precede us at 
service as symbolized in those two candles, the light of 
Christ is in us when we sing our closing song. As we 
walk out of the church, we take the light of Christ 
with us into the world. 
 
Are you interested in lighting the candles? Would you 
like to help continue a Christian tradition thousands of 
churches carry out every Sunday? Then call me at the 
church or find me on a Sunday morning. I’ll plan a 15 
minute “training” session so when it comes to lighting 
our candles no one will be in the dark. 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Maundy-Thursday: Fort Des Moines Presbyterian 7pm 
Good Friday  Good Shepherd Lutheran 7pm 
Easter Vigil  Park Avenue Presbyterian 7pm 
Easter Sunrise  Clifton Heights Presbyterian 7am 
Easter Sunday  Clifton Heights Presbyterian 10am 

 



 

Eric Keller, Senior Pastor ekeller@cliftonheights.net 

Susanne Bollard, Office Administrator sbollard@cliftonheights.net  

Jeff Rodman, Children’s Director jrodman@cliftonheights.net  

Music Director NOW HIRING!  
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Clifton Heights  

Presbyterian Church 

2900 Easter Lake Drive 

Des Moines, IA 50320 

Phone: 

(515) 285-5102 

Clifton Heights Presbyterian Church of Easter Lake 

2900 Easter Lake Drive 

Des Moines, IA 50320 

If you would like to be 
removed from this mailing, 
please contact the church 

office at 515-285-5102 


