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Pastor’s Corner

Merry Christmas and God’s blessings as we approach 2010. It’s a new year and
new days are ahead for us. I hope you had a wonder-filled Christmas with the
birthing of the Christ Child in your hearts on Christmas Eve and that you are still
celebrating during this Christmastide that extends the full 12 days of Christmas
until January 6. We call this date the “Epiphany of the Lord” in the church
calendar year. It is an important time of “revelation” when God turns on the
“Light” and reveals Jesus as the Messiah to the Wise Men who followed the light
of the star to find the Messiah foretold by the prophets.

The season after January 6, is called the Season After the Epiphany. Each
lectionary lesson is another revelation of the fact that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God. The Baptism of Jesus, the Wedding at Cana, and the others that follow, all
“reveal” the fact that Jesus is both fully human but also fully God and is indeed,
the Messiah, the Anointed One of God who has come to teach us who God is and
how to live in God’s kingdom. It’s a wonderful time to come and worship and
participate in Bible Study, Sunday school, and the children, youth, and women’s
programs mentioned in this newsletter. Expect God to “turn on the Light” and
reveal who God is through Jesus
in some way - by a word, a hug,
a prayer - God is there!

January Events
I have visited the shut-ins during
the Christmas season and would
enjoy getting to know you all
with a visit at your home, in my
office, or at my roving office at a
coffee shop, HyVee’s or a
restaurant. Just let me know, and
I’1l be there.

January 3 - Celebration of the
Lord’s Supper - First Sunday
January 9, at 10:00 a.m. - Tots
Music, Learn and Play Group
January 9, at 10:00 a.m. - New
Group for Women

January 10 - Celebration of the

the Lord
January 24 - Annual

families, and the communities in which you live and work and
fill your days in 2010 with the revelations of God’s presence
in our lives as God “turns on the Light” to us and through us
in unexpected ways.

Congregational Meeting
Date to be announced - Annual
Recognition Dinner




The Bible Tells Me So

“Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the
knowledge of God: | speak this to your shame.

But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with
what body do they come?

Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it
die:

And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall
be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other
grain:

But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every
seed his own body.

All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of
men, another flesh of beasts, and another of fishes, and another
of birds.

There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one and the
glory of the terrestrial is another.

There is one glory of the sun and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for
one star differeth from another star in glory.

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption.
It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:

It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body.”

Corinthians 15:34-44
Authorized King James Version
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In the Spotlight

Marjorie Agan

Marjorie first attendedC1 i f t on i n t he
moved to the east side of Des Moines. She returned to
Clifton and was baptized in 1983. She has lots of favorite
memories, but she fondly recalls the church circles —

meeting in | adies homes,

that the men cooked.

Marjorie was born at home on a farm (the third child in a
family of eight). She attended a one- room school in
Chariton, lowa. During World War 11, she worked as a mail
carrier at the Ordinance Plant in Ankeny. Many years later
she received training at lowa State University and worked
for Polk County Extension where she helped young mothers
learn homemaking skills. She retired in 1991 after 11

years.

After retirement Marjorie attended a Bob Ross painting

cl ass a ttolddrin @ pattaahd'was soon assisting
the teacher. She likes to paint landscapes and her family
members usually request her paintings even before they
are finished Wh e n s h e i shelikeb to mpakel n t

latch hook rugs and work on 2,000 piece puzzles.
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Happy Birthday

January

Birthdays
Gertrude Manson — 1

Lundyn Carlson —2
Brandon Frye — 3
Maxine Cross — 9
Paula Detmer — 10
Betty Richardson — 14
Pat Wells — 27

Pastor Betty Sandy — 28
Sandy Newton — 29
Sierra Hansen — 30

Anniversaries
Reggie and Sherry Bell — 12




Tots Music, Learn, and Play Group

Attention all moms and dads with children between the ages of zero to five - you are invited to
bring your children to Clifton each Saturday at 10:00 a.m. starting January 9. Each session will
have 15-20 minutes of song, dance, movement, finger plays, books, felt board activities, and
sign language. There will also be a 15-20 minute session of free play with toys available. This
will provide an opportunity to encourage social skills for children - and a time for caregivers to
chat. You do not need to attend every Saturday to be a part of the group — just come when you
can.

Kristie Kolsrud will be leading this group. Kristie has her undergraduate degree in early
childhood education and special education as well as her Master’s degree in Educational
Leadership and Instructional Strategies. Please contact Kristie at (515) 975-7238 or
kristiekolsrud@gmail.com if you would like to join this group or have any questions about it.
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A New Group for Women

Ladies, mark your calendars for Saturday, January 9, at 10:00 a.m. Join other women at Clifton
to share your talents and learn new ones. With Bible study to guide us, we hope to enrich our
lives and make a difference in the lives of others. If you have questions, please call Jewell at
(515) 284-8752.

Attendance and Finance Report
For the month of December

Date Attendance Offering
December 6 53 $1,720.
December 13 49 $ 902.

December 20 50 $ 711.


mailto:kristiekolsrud@gmail.com

Clifton’s Purpose
Jesus Christ has called Clifton Heights Presbyterian Church of Easter Lake to:
Inviteé you into the body of Christ and the family of God
Pr o v i wbmshé relevant to your life that enables you to glorify God
E g u i yéto live as a valuable disciple with Christ centered, Biblically based teaching

S e n dyau into the world to share the love and Good News of Christ with others.

Staff Cliftonds Se
Pastor
Betty Sandy Clerk—Sandy Newton

Childrenés Ministry Dire C([?,r%wtth&Development—Roberta
Abbas and Tom Windust
Paula Detmer

N Property—Danny Sease
Music Director Christian Education—Paul Kolsrud

John Wilhelm Worship—John Wilhelm
Office Administrator and Treasurer Missions—Bill Newton
Susanne Bollard Personnel—Reggie Bell
Finance/Stewardship—John Ubben
On the Web

If you have a computer, a few extra minutes, and would like to do a good deed while increasing your
vocabulary, try the Web site www.freerice.com. For every correct answer you have in this multiple choice quiz,
10 grains of rice will be donated to the United Nations World Food Program. As of December 23, over 72
billion grains have been donated.
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“Time waits for no one. Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift. That's why it's called the
Present!!!" -Josie Biagioli
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We are on the Web at
http//www.cliftonheights.net
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http://www.freerice.com/

